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A N 17 714 a Anirjow of keel a aid 4 was preſentel to Pretloniwnt, 5 


praying that a publick Reward might be offered for any Method of aſcertaining 
| A. the Longitude at Sea: A Committee was appointed in Purſuance thereof, at which 
Sir Tſaac Newton, and other Men of Eminence, were ordered to attend; and Sir , 


— (enumerating the probable. Methods. of effecting the deſired Purpoſe) placed an 
exact Time- Keeper at the Head of his Liſt — Vide Journal. of t the Houſe of Commons, 


Vol. 17, Page 657. ——An Act was accordingly TA the fame On being t the 12th. 5 


: of 1 Cn ie a Reward of 


” 10, 000 of. Tot the Author of any Method 6 whey; a Ship f mall aQtually = 5 


al under the Direction of Commiſſioners appointed, from 
| Great Britain, to the Vet Indies, without loſing her Lon- 
; "one more. than a \ Degr RE on ann 


1 bog. * wa: Ship keeps er Longitude to Two Thirds of 2 


1 „„ 


IJ 1 Mr. 2 Harriſon « 3 a e Clock, which did not « err 


| 1 a Second of Time in a Month, and Which continues at this Hour to go With 


the ſame Exactneſs, although it has never been cleaned or repaired, nor its Motion 5 
ever ſince e except twice, when it was removed from one Houſe to another. „„ 


8 1735 he el Mane i 1 the 1 3 3 to Dy . , 


Motion of a Ship, which in 1730 was tryed by Direction of the firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, in a Voyage to Liſbon and back, and found to anſwer. From that Time, til! 
the Year 1761, he continued to improve the Invention, and had then, made four 


Time-Keepers adapted for Uſe at Sea, all founded on the ſame Principles, but, dif- 
erent 1 in dong and Conſtruction, the laſt being only five Inches in Diameter, 


EZ 


E 


„„ 
In 1761, Mr. Harriſon received Orders from the Commiſſioners appointed by Par- 
liament for the Trial of his Invention, in Conſequence. whereof, his Son went to 
Jamaica and back with the lat mentioned Time- Keeper, which kept the Longitude 


both going and returning, within the neareſt Limits of the Act of Queen dune, as Was 
| proved t to the Satisfaction of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 


ALTHOUGH he had Ip this F oybee fulfilled all the Conditions of the At of Qs cen 
Anne, yet for greater Satisfaction, a ſecond Trial was ſubmitted to, on receiving 1 5004. 
down, and an Engagement to pay 1000. more, when he ſhould return : Accordingly : 3 
Voyage to Barbadoes and back was undertaken, and finiſhed in July 1764 ; and on the 

9th, of February 1765, the Board of Longitude declared themſelves unanimouſly of 

Opinion, © That in the ſaid Voyage the Time- Keeper had kept its Longitude with 
« ſufficient Exactneſs, and conſiderably within the neareſt Limits preſcribed by the 


„ Act of Queen Aune.“ Nevertheleſs they did not think themſelves authorized to 


: grant the Reward, until the ee and Conſtruction ſhould be diſcloſed, and 


- ; Fe geperally een and uſeful, 


0 "Conſultation About this Time 3 wirre! eminent Mow of the 15 Mr. Har. | ö 


riſen. ound them unanimouſly of Opinion that he was entitled. to the greateſt Reward _ 


under the Act of Queen Anne, and therefore he conceives he had very good Reaſon 
for giving all the Oppoſition in his Power to an Application ſoon after made, for a 


a 00 explain and amend the former, apprehending that the ſame could be 1 intended | 


ſor no other Purpoſe than to injure his Claim, His Efforts were however ſoon over- 
powered, for he had the Misfortune not to ſucceed | in his Endeavours to thew how 


= much the Juſtice of Parliament was intereſted in his Behalf; elſe he is perſu: ids 6 


an Act could never have been obtained whereby the Conditions of his receiving (he 


deward (on the Faith of which he had devoted more than forty Years of bis I. 73 1 


to the publick Service) ſhould be totally changed; he is elſe convinced tha at augutt 5 
Ex Hodp would not have placed. him, or the Succeſs of an Invention, whi ch had for Half 
a Century engaged the Wishes and Attention of all Europe, in a State of Depen- | 
5 en on the Opinion 2 and good P! aſute of a Board whoſe Members were continually 
changing, and at which ſome of thoſe Who then took great Pains to oppoſe him 
bore no incou{iderable Sway To this Inability of doing Juſtice to his own Cauſe, 
does he alone attribute their Succeſs in procuring. an Act whereby a Moiety of his 
Reward was directed to be paid to him on diſcloſing his Invention, and delivering up 
his four Time-Keepers to the Uſe of the Publick, and the other Moiety when he 
1 ſhould have made more Watches, without determining how many, eons them to L 


45 5 th the Satisſa: Mon, of che eee, without en the Au . 20 Mi 


11 88 will not. perhaps 10880 this be chow extraordinary, thes Mr. Earn f thpr 0 15 


6 Proceed. with ſome Degree of Caution, or that he ſhould object to Words of an in- „ 
GE determinate Meaning being put into the Oath tendered to him about the Diſcovery of 


hip Principles &c. leſt he ſhould after ſuch. Diſcovery be left dependent upon the In- 
terpretation of thoſe Words, even for the firſt Moiety of his Reward. He was required 
by Experimental Exhibitions to explain whatever the Commiſſioners and whom they 


1 ſnould appoint, might deſire, and they refuſed to limit themſelves. as to thoſe Exhibi- 
tions, either in Point of Time, Nature, or Number. This was the Subject of ſome 


: very diſagreeable Altercation, which ended in Mr. Harriſon's ſubmitting to the Oath 
as tendered to him, under the perſonal Aſſurance of a Noble Lord then high in Office, 


its being underſtood in a reaſonable and limited Senſe, and that is Lordſhip would 


undertake for Payment of the Reward, 


"Ty 13 "= ] 
AcconnixcLy Mr. Hiri made a Diſctofare of the Principles and Conſtruction 
of his Watch to fix Gentlemen appointed to receive the ſame, and to the Reverend 
Mr. Mate hne, Aſtronomer Royal, who attended as being one of the Commiſſioners, | 
and on the 22d of Aer 7 17655 E from them the following Certificate. gf 
: „ We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſeribed do certify, that Mr. John 
„ Harriſon has taken his Time-Keeper to Pieces in the Preſence of us, 
c and explained the Principles and Conſtruction thereof, and every Thing re- 
e {tive thereto, to our entire gatis faction ; and that he alſo did to our Satis- | 
faction anfwer to every Queſtion proposed by us or any of us relative 


155 6 thereto”; And that Me have compared the Drawings of the fame: with 
"Fe the Fat ts, and do fine” that TRY, as corre! {pond. 8 


In Conſequence 2 of 115 Certifeate on the 28h of Ca her following, Mr. Har riſm 


: receiv ed 7500h, which with the above- mentioned Sums of 15001 and 1000 made up 


the 10, ooel, preſcribed by the new Act. He at the ſame Time delivered up his laſts 


made Time. Keeper which remained locked up in a Box at the Admira! ty, till the 26th _ 


«of April 1786, when it was removed to the Royal Obſervatory at G reemwich, where 


it now remains. On the 23d of May laſt, he deliver” d the other three T ins Keepers 5 


| -t to 0 Mr. 3 par Tuant t to Orders from the Board. 


11 5 Thus 2 Mr. Bui ider with che laſt Ac of Parti, iament, and ha 2ppy RT 

5 "ke have eſteemcd himſelf in paying 1 the fame dutiful Obedience to the reſt of it, could 5 

1 that have anſwer d any good Purpoſe either to himſelf or the Publick. — But tbe 
ſubjected to Trials indefinite in their Nature and their Number, till a Board mould be ſa- 1 

tisfied which would not (tho' frequently requeſted) even ſay what Trials winid be „ 

18 ſatisfactory; : for him after making more Pime- Keepers, to traverſe half the World in | 

s Order to prove that he who made one Machine can make another like it {w hich is po- 

F ſitively all that could be proved thereby, and the Invention Would not after thoſe Tri- 

als de 4 bit the nearer being made uſeful to the Publick than it is | ae) and after 5 

his Return, for a New Board of Longitude with juſt equal Rea} 2, perhaps to deter mine 

1 that all he has done | is inconcluſive and ſend him With nev 0 Rl ents to traver: e 

5 the other Half; theſe are Hardſhips which rather than ſubject Kimi: to, Mr. Har- 
N en would chuſe to forego. the Remainder of his well car ned Reward.” Fa ar from form- 

5 ing a Defien of monopolizing the Advantages to ariſe from making thef fe M "atches. "Aſs. 

| ter having received the promiſed Bounty, he ever has, and ever will be ready on that 

” Condition to inſtruct any N nber of W 'orkmen ; 3 and he de la nes his Opinion that 

| 7 a Man of tolerable Knowledea: in common Watch- mak ing, m ay by twelve Months. | 
| | 5 Practice, under his TnſiryMon, become pe erfect iy able to make theſe 3 alſo that they = 
= may be furniſhed at Prices within the Reach of Purcha for common mercantile 


Uſe. And large as the Sum of Twenty Thouſand Pounds may appear, if conſidered 


5 merely as the Reward of: a lucky Thought or caſual Diſcove fry) „Vet 1 when, the Labour of 
more than Forty Vears of a Man capable of perfectii ng a M ichine of fuch prod vious 
5 Importance to Commerce and the Lives of Men, together with Twenty Ye; ars of his 
Son's Attendance, and long Voyages by Sea, are bre bught 1 into the Acco unt, it m. Yy 

5 perhaps be admitted that he with not, after all, be very much over paid; and that any 
Meaſure cending even to delay the effectual Communication of this Bene to the Pub- | 


lick, for the Sake of ſaving to a great Nation like this, a ſup ps 50 poll zility of Im- 


5 poſition ina Sum of 10,000/. cannot be dictated by Pri nciples of publick Spult, 
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or a Love of Mankind. Whilſt we are ſuffering this Mathine to fleep i in our & $Lands, 


the French more diligent, have ſent over their beſt Artiſt, who after having in vain. 


attempted to purbhaſe the Secret from Mr. Harriſon, has by inſinuating himſelf into 


the good Graces of ſome of the Gentlemen to whom the Diſcovery was made, got out 
of them the whole of what they know; and he is now at Paris, under the immediate 
Protection of Government, making a Progreſs which muſt neceſſarily give our Rivas 


the firſt Poſſeſſion of this Machine for general Uſe, unleſs ſome Alteration is made in 


our Plan of Proceeding, — What that Alteration ought to be, Mr. Harriſon ſubmits to 
| thoſe in Power, and only begs Leave with Humility to offer his Opinion, that either 
an Act ought to paſs repealing the indeterminate Conditions of the laſt, and encourag- 
ing the Inſtruction of Workmen, rather than the making of idle Experiments, which 
can prove no more than is already proved, or elſe that the Commiſſioners ſhould by ſome 
publick Reſolution do the ſame Thing, and if any of them do ſeriouſly doubt of Mg 
. Harriſon s being able to make other Watches like the former, that the Trial of his | 
Ability ſhould be of ſuch a Nature as to . in Hand with 128 Inſtruction of N : 
ene 


. . the whole Mr. Herbe RY no allies 1 more Kaese 8 that of communicat- 1 
| 1 ing this Invention to the World — That it is practicable and uſeful is proved, for he has 5 
made the Watches which have kept the Longitude; and he only deſires the Reward in 

as much as he ſhall contribute his utmoſt Endeavours to make that Utility general, —_ _ 
- But, in return, he does hope for a ſolid Aſſurance of receiving that, which might ar firſt ©; 

be eſteemed a Bounty, but, under the Circumſtances of his Caſe, he now humbly 5 
cConceives himſelf. author ized to ce a Debt, ane is therefore e unwilling tc to truſt i it to any 
precarious Security. e 
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